Legislation Team
Examining Legislative Voting Records

or everyone interested in working on legislative advocacy with fellow PTA members, one of the most important tasks is

building a relationship with your representatives. Identify the Senators and Assemblymembers that represent your area
(www.capwebworks.com/addresslookup/lookup.aspx). Find out more about them and their particular areas of interest by visiting
their websites, which you can find through www.senate.ca.gov or www.assembly.ca.gov. Set up an appointment to visit your
legislative representatives at least once per year. Call their district office to find out when they will be available — many spend
Fridays in their district office. Arrange for a group of PTA members to share information about what is important to students and
parents in your area; include students when they are available. In these times of drastic budget cuts, you may also wish to share
the impacts of these cuts on your local schools and communities.

Before visiting your legislators, review the attached charts to see how they voted on bills that PTA identified as being of
interest in the last legislative session. This may provide you with a means to find common ground — thank them for their support
and/or ask them about their reasoning behind a particular vote. Building relationships with your legislators now is a strong
advocacy tool for when an issue arises that you are looking for their help with, they will remember you and PTA.

To look at these bills in their entirety, go to www.leginfo.ca.qov/bilinfo.html; type in the bill number and choose the specific
bill — you can read the bill in its current state or look at amendments, look at its status or history, look at analyses, or look at the
votes.

Parent Involvement Bills:

AB 12 (Beall) California Fostering Connections to Success Act Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill repeals the existing Kin-GAP Program and requires the state to establish a new Kinship
Guardianship Assistance Payment Program. This bill also requires the State Department of Social Services to amend
its foster care state plan to extend AFDC-FC benefits to foster youth up to 21 years of age.

AB 2264 (De Leon) Debt collection: homeless youth Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would prohibit the garnishment of earnings or the levy of a bank account for the enforcement
and collection of fees, fines, forfeitures, or penalties imposed by a court due to the violation of state or local law
related to truancy, loitering, curfew violations, or illegal lodging (also known as "quality of life" offenses) if the court
has reason to believe that the debtor is a homeless youth.

AB 2342 (Evans) Foster youth: outreach programs Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would require the Office of the State Foster Care Ombudsperson to develop a "toolkit" for foster
youth that outlines available statewide programs and services, and the eligibility standards for those programs and
services, including independent living programs and career and job opportunities.

AB 2698 (Block) Foster youth: identity theft Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would clean up current law that requires a county welfare department to request a consumer
credit disclosure on a foster youth turning 16, and to refer that foster youth to a credit counseling organization upon
any indication of a disclosure revealing negative items or evidence of identity theft.

SB 654 (Leno) Independent Living Program Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Extends eligibility for independent living skills education to former foster youth placed with non-related
legal guardians.

SB 1381 (Simitian) Kindergarten: age of admission Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would phase in a change in the date of enroliment to kindergarten and first grade over a three-
year period, and would require a child whose admission to a traditional kindergarten is delayed, to be admitted to a
transitional kindergarten program. The bill would require pupils who are participating in transitional kindergarten to
be included in computing the average daily attendance of a school district.

Health Bills:

AB 2084 (Brownley) Child day care facilities: nutrition Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill establishes guidelines for the beverages provided in licensed childcare settings. Eliminates
sweetened beverages.

SB 1157 (DeSaulnier) Education: Healthy Schools Act of 2010 Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill requires an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plan for all schools and limited the use of the
most toxic chemicals on school sites. Charges a fee to chemical manufacturers to pay for the cost of implementing
the IPM.

SB 1413 (Leno) Schools: pupil nutrition: availability of tap water Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill requires all schools to provide free fresh tap water during all school meal times.
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Education Bills:

AB 391 (Torlakson) Pupil assessment: STAR Program Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill requires an independent evaluation of the STAR Program, and its effectiveness in measuring
student progress on California’s academic standards, as well as in meeting the requirements and needs of the state
and federal accountability systems.

AB 572 (Brownley) Charter schools Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would require charter school governing board members to comply with the same conflict of
interest and open meeting policies by which school district governing board members currently abide.

AB 1742 (Coto) Education: special education Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill encourages nonpublic, nonsectarian schools (NPS) to incorporate technology-based materials
into the student’s special education plan if appropriate. NPS schools are contracted by public schools to serve
students for whom the public school lacks resources to support directly.

AB 1901 (Ruskin) Postsecondary education: Master Plan for Higher Education Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill authorizes the continuation of the work of the Joint Committee on the Master Plan for Higher
Education to update the Donahoe Higher Education Act.

AB 2211 (Fuentes) Instruction Position: SUPPORT

Summary: This bill provides an opportunity for students to learn through real-world experience, including job
shadowing, mentorships, intensive internships, real or virtual apprenticeships, and school-based enterprises.

Community Concerns Bills:

AB 1844

(Fletcher) Sex Offenders: punishment: parole Position: SUPPORT

Summary: This bill would provide that sexual assault on a person under 18 would be punishable by imprisonment for
up to 9 years; that human trafficking where the victim is under 18 shall also be punished in addition by a fine up to
$100,000; would require that offenders who inflict bodily harm on a child under 14 while committing a sex crime be
sentenced to life without parole; and increases prison sentences for other forcible sex crimes against minors.

AB 1933

(Brownley) Foster children: education Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would allow a foster child to continue at the school of origin for the duration of the jurisdiction of
the court, and/or to continue his or her education at that school of origin for the duration of the school year if the
court's jurisdiction is terminated.

AB 1999

(Portantino) Alcohol: medical emergencies Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would grant limited immunity from criminal prosecution for any person under the age of 21 years
who is subject to prosecution when he or she calls 911 and report either himself or herself or another person in
need of medical assistance due to alcohol consumption.

AB 2147

(Perez, V. Manuel) Safe Routes to School construction program Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would authorize grants to be made to schools in cooperation with a local transportation agency
and would require, in rating a proposal, the consideration of the proposal’s benefit to a low-income school, as
defined, and the use of a public participation process, including a public meeting.

AB 2486

(Feuer) Social host liability: furnishing alcohol to underage persons Position: SUPPORT

Summary: This bill defines a social host as a person 21 years of age or older who in their residence knowingly
furnishes alcohol to minors under 21 years of age. Under the provisions of AB 2486, the social host may be held
legally accountable for damages to persons or property resulting from the consumption of those beverages.

SB 945 (Liu) Juvenile court jurisdiction: services and benefits Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would require a probation or parole officer, whenever the juvenile court terminates jurisdiction
over a ward, to provide to the person a written notice stating that the person is a former foster child and may be
eligible for associated services and benefits.

SB 1317 (Leno) Chronic elementary school truancy Position: SUPPORT
Summary: This bill would define a chronic truant as any pupil who is absent from school without a valid excuse for
10% or more of the schooldays in one school year. It would also provide that a parent or guardian whose elementary
child is a chronic truant is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may receive assistance/education to resolve the truancy.

SB 1357 (Steinberg) California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System Position: SUPPORT

Summary: This bill would require CALPADS to include data on pupil attendance, contingent on federal funding. With
this inclusion, CALPADS would be capable of issuing reports to school districts etc. which would include rates of
absence for individual pupils, and identification of chronic absenteeism.
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