Examining Legislative Voting Records

For everyone interested in encouraging legislative advocacy among their fellow PTA members, one of the most
important tasks is building a relationship with your state representatives. Begin by identifying the Senators and
Assemblymembers that represent your area (www.capwebworks.com/addresslookup/lookup.aspx). Find out more about
them and their particular areas of interest by visiting their websites, which you can find through www.senate.ca.gov or
www.assembly.ca.gov. Make a point of setting up an appointment to visit your legislative representatives at least once per
year. Call their district office to find out when they will be available — many spend Fridays in their district office. Arrange for a
group of PTA members to go to share information about what is important to students and parents in your area; include
students when they are available. In these times of drastic budget cuts, you may also wish to share the impacts of these cuts
on your local schools and communities.

Before visiting your legislators, review the attached charts to see how they voted on bills that PTA identified as being of
interest in the last legislative session. This may provide you with a means to find common ground — thank them for their
support and/or ask them about their reasoning behind a particular vote. Building relationships with your legislators now is a
strong advocacy tool for when an issue arises that you are looking for their help with, they will remember you and PTA.

To look at these bills in their entirety, go to www.leginfo.ca.qov/bilinfo.html; type in the bill number and choose the
specific bill — you can read the bill in its current state or look at amendments, look at its status or history, look at analyses, or
look at the votes.

Community Concerns Bills:

AB 632 (Davis) Internet-based social networking: privacy. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Would require social networking sites to post a disclosure to users regarding images posted on their
sites.
Vetoed: calling it unnecessary as many of these sites already use disclaimers about content posted.

AB 870 (Huber) Crime: school grounds: prohibited weapons. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Makes it a misdemeanor to bring or possess a razor blade or box cutter upon school grounds.

AB 1015 (Torlakson) Nitrous oxide: prohibit sale to minors. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Makes it a misdemeanor to sell or give nitrous oxide to a minor.

Parent Involvement (Foster Youth) Bills:

AB 167 (Adams) High school graduation: local requirements: foster children. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Allows foster youth transferring into a school or district in 11" or 12" grade to graduate if they have
or will have all the state requirements completed, even if the district has additional requirements that the
student is reasonably unable to complete.

AB 719 (Lowenthal, Bonnie) Transitional food stamps for foster youth. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Provides 12 months of federal food stamp benefits to youth emancipating from foster care.
AB 921 (Jones) Juvenile court jurisdiction: services and benefits. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Would require foster youth being released from court jurisdiction be notified by a probation or
parole officer of services that may be available to them through public and private programs.
Vetoed: citing the state’s fiscal crisis.

AB 1393 (Skinner) Foster youth. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Requests priority for campus housing be given to current and former foster.

Health Bills:

AB 627 (Brownley) Child care: nutritional requirements. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Would establish a pilot program, using only non-General Fund funding sources, in which selected
licensed child care facilities receiving nutritional assistance shall implement certain nutrition and physical
activity standards.

Vetoed: stating concerns that this will put pressure on Prop 98 resources.

SB 124 (Oropeza) Air pollution: schoolbus idling and idling at schools. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Increases the penalty for allowing a schoolbus motor to idle longer than allowed by law.
SB 249 (Cox) Vaccinations: meningococcal disease. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Requires the Department of Public Health to develop information about meningococcal disease, and
authorizes it to be sent home to parents.




Education Bills:

AB1 (Monning) Teachers: program of professional growth: conflict resolution. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Would specify that a professional growth program may include a course in negotiation, mediation,
and conflict resolution, including peer mediation training and the theory and practice of nonviolence.
Vetoed: stating that since nothing under current law prohibits districts from offering these courses as part of
their professional development programs.

AB 429 (Brownley) Public school accountability: advisory committee. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Would require recommendations to the State Superintendent for a method for measuring a school's
and a pupil’s academic achievement growth more accurately and validly over time.

Vetoed: citing circumvention of the authority of the State Board of Education as they would not have the
opportunity approve recommendations.

AB 476 (Torlakson) Standardized Testing and Reporting Program. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Would require evaluation of the STAR Program using specified federal funds, not exceeding the
amount of $150,000.

Vetoed: naming a duplication of work already being done.

AB 487 (Brownley) Instructional materials: sale of surplus instructional materials. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Authorizes County Offices of Education to sell surplus materials as school districts currently can, and
removes the provision that the sold materials must be used for educational purposes.

AB 836 (Torlakson) Task force for education technology. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Requires the convening of a task force for education technology to make preliminary
recommendations on a technology literacy model.

Vetoed: citing an Executive Order forming the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Digital
Literacy Council, and no need for statutory authority to establish such a task force.

AB 1025 (Conway) Schools: employees and volunteers: Activity Supervisor Clearance Position: SUPPORT
Certificate.

Summary: Authorizes the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to issue an Activity Supervisor Clearance
Certificate to allow non-credentialed individuals, to supervise, direct, or coach an activity.

AB 1435 (Perez, Manuel) Public school accountability. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Requires the advisory committee to make recommendations regarding the inclusion of English
learner proficiency as part of the API.

Vetoed: stating that advisory committee and the Superintendent of Public Instruction already have the
authority to make these recommendations.

ACR 54 (Brownley) Education finance. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: States the intent of the Legislature that California per-pupil spending be brought up to or beyond
the national average, and to a level that accounts for the actual cost of educating California's students.

SB 19 (Simitian) Education data. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Makes changes related to the collection, reporting and use of data, some of which may be
necessary to qualify for Race to the Top funding.

SB 247 (Alquist) Instructional materials. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Allows funds for purchase of state-adopted instructional materials for 9-12 to be used for K-12.

SB 272 (Wiggins) Educational counseling. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Would authorize school educational counseling programs to include academic, career and
vocational counseling.
Vetoed: stating that school districts already have the authority to include such programs.

Budget / Finance Bills:

AB 8

(Brownley) Education finance: working group. Position: SUPPORT

Summary: Would require the convening of a working group to make findings and recommendations regarding
restructuring California's school finance system.
Vetoed: stating that nothing under current law prohibits these objectives.

(Brownley) Education finance. Position: SUPPORT
Summary: Consolidates four revenue limit add-ons into two fixed adjustments to be included in each district's
total revenue limit funding, commencing with 2010-11.
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