Palomar Council Legislation Newsletter - November

In order for PTA members and all parents to effectively advocate on behalf of our children, it is important that we understand not only how the education funding crisis has affected our children’s classrooms, but also how it has affected our district’s budget.  Below is a chart to illustrate our school district’s devastating loss of funding.  


In the next month, several important events will determine if this crisis is going to get worse.  Last summer the Governor signed a bill to eliminate Redevelopment Agencies (RA) in order to return approximately $2 billion in property tax revenue to schools, cities and counties.  Governor Brown argued that the state could no longer afford to subsidize development when schools need the money.  The consensus has been that many RAs have long since outlived their purpose and are now serving special interests, like the NFL, in the form of a new taxpayer funded downtown stadium.   Certain interests sued the state and on November 10th the CA Supreme Court will hear oral arguments on the legality of the state’s redevelopment decision.  

The next important event occurs in December when the State Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) will determine if state income and sales tax revenues met their targets.  If not, automatic mid-year cuts will go into effect and Poway Unified will lose a total of $9.6 million.  Our district will be able to dip into reserves to cover this shortfall for the remainder of this school year.  However, in the 2012/2013 school year Poway Unified will be facing an $11 million deficit without mid-year cuts and a $33 million deficit if mid-year cuts take effect this January.    


NOW MORE THAN EVER… call your legislators and tell them to FUND OUR SCHOOLS!  Here is a link to a very informative report by the nonpartisan California Budget Project, entitled, “A Decade of Disinvestment: California Education Spending Nears the Bottom”, http://www.cbp.org/pdfs/2011/111012_Decade_of_Disinvestment_%20SFF.pdf 
As always, please contact me with any questions or comments.  

Kimberley Beatty

Palomar Council PTSA VP – Legislation

Kbeatty@san.rr.com
858-335-4878

California

49th in students per teacher

47th in per pupil funding

46th in education spending as a percentage of personal income

51st in students per guidance counselor

51st in students per librarian

47th in total principals and assistant principals

48th in total school staff

46th in district officials and administrators

45th in instructional aides

49th in access to computers
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