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National PTA 

Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grant Application

2011-2012

Deadline: Friday, October 14, 2011 at 5pm EDT  

Apply Online at: PTA.org/artsgrants


Grant Overview:
The National PTA Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grant Program complements PTA’s long-standing commitment to quality arts education by providing funds to local PTAs to establish or enhance arts programs in one or more arts areas: visual arts, photography, music (including dance), and literature (including theater).

Funding Available:
A limited number of matching grants of up to $1,000 are awarded each year to local PTAs for student-centered programs focused on arts education. National PTA expects to fund three grants of up to $1,000 each.

What National PTA Will Fund:
National PTA is placing a priority on funding projects that represent research based best practices in arts education. Specifically, PTA will fund arts programs that:

· Are of a sustained nature (rather than one time event) and
· Reach large numbers of at-risk students 

Extensive research indicates that students receive the greatest benefit from programs that include sustained involvement in the arts. Therefore, National PTA is funding proposals for sustained programs that culminate in a performance, an arts fair, an assembly, or a field trip, rather than those that request funding for one day or one-time events. Ideally the activities will take place throughout the school year and will involve families, students, schools and/or communities.

At risk encompasses a wide range of factors that may make it more difficult for a student or a segment of the student population to succeed in learning. Some factors that make students at risk are financial, familial, health, behavioral, social, and environmental or other community conditions.

Local PTAs must submit complete applications and match this grant dollar for dollar with PTA or other donated funds and/or in-kind resources. 

Project Timeline:
Proposed program activities may take place from January 1, 2012 - May 15, 2012. Grant reports are due thirty days after the end of the grant project or on June 15, 2012, whichever comes first. 

Eligibility:
The applicant must be a PTA in good standing. 

Criteria for Selection:
Applications must be complete and submitted on time. Incomplete or late applications will not be reviewed. Applications will be scored based on the following criteria:

	Criteria
	Points

	Program Description

General description, geographic area, new or innovative approaches, inclusion of research-based best practices, partnerships, family engagement, and student success
	45 points

	Goals and Outcomes
What are the goals of the program? What are the anticipated outcomes? How will success be determined?
	25 points

	At-Risk
To what extent are at-risk students served through the proposed project? 
	10 points

	Need
What is the need for this project? 
	10 points

	Budget and Budget Narrative 
	10 points

	
	

	Total Score Possible 
	100 points



Contact:
Questions about the grant, the application, or funding decisions should be directed to: National PTA Reflections at Reflections@pta.org  or (800) 307-4PTA Ext. 3347

Application Timeline:


	Activity
	Due Date

	Grant Applications Available 
	August 2011

	Application Deadline
	Friday, October 14, 2011 at 5pm EDT

	Grant Notifications
	December 2011

	Programs Implemented
	Programs may begin on January 1, 2012, or later, and may run through May 15, 2012.

	PTA Grant Report Deadline
	Grant Reports must be received no later than 30 days following the conclusion of the proposed program or by June 15, 2012, whichever comes sooner.


How to Apply
Your application will be submitted in two steps: 

Step 1: Please complete this application and save it as a Word or PDF document. Please use your PTA’s name to name your document (e.g. Springfield PTA.doc).

Step 2: Visit PTA.org/artsgrants to complete your demographic information online and to upload this grant application.  

The demographic information will include a number of questions about your PTA, school, and your community. Please allow sufficient time to complete this part of the application. To preview all of the information requested, download the full grant application at PTA.org/artsgrants.
Grant Application

PTA Information

Official PTA/PTSA Name (Recognition and grant funds will be issued in this name): 
PTA ID Number: 

Primary Contact Person Information 

First Name:
Last Name:
Phone (Used during normal business hours): 
Email (that is checked regularly): 
Grant Narrative

Need

Describe the needs of the community and why funding is needed to make a difference. (250 words maximum) 
Program Description

Describe the proposed program and how it will address the needs described above. In what ways does the program employ research-based best practices? (The response to this question should leave the reader with a full understanding of what the program will look like, how it will be implemented, and who will be involved.  This is the most important question of the grant application.) (500 words maximum) 

Describe the geographic area that will be served (e.g. a school, district, community) and who lives in the community. (250 words maximum)


Describe any new or innovative approaches that will be used. These approaches should be new to the PTA or to the school community (e.g. create a Facebook group for the program). (250 words maximum) 

Describe any partnerships that will contribute to the program and what their roles will entail (partners can be school districts, businesses, non-profits, or other organizations). (250 words maximum)

Describe how this program will strengthen family engagement.  Describe how the program is aligned with PTA’s National Standards for Family School Partnerships. (250 words maximum)

Describe how this program will support student success (student learning or academic achievement)? (250 words maximum)

At-Risk Students

Describe the factors that make your student population, or a segment of your student population, at risk for lower student achievement.  Describe how the proposed program will serve at-risk students and how it will support their academic achievement. (500 words maximum)

Timeline

Please submit a timeline for implementation of the proposed program. Please note the (1) activity, (2) the person responsible, and (3) the month and date for each activity to be completed.  Please include specific dates and names of individuals who will be involved. (250 words maximum)

Goals & Outcomes

Describe the goals of the proposed program. (100 words maximum)

Describe the outcomes expected of the program. (100 words maximum)
Describe how the results will be measured (e.g. a pre- and post-survey of parents, questionnaire, program evaluation completed by participants). (100 words maximum)
What is the total number of children (ages 0-18) that will be served through this program? ________

Budget & Budget Narrative

Total Amount of Grant Request (maximum of $1,000): _______
Provide a budget that describes the expenses and the amount requested for those expenses (e.g. $250 – Art materials, $200 - Copies, etc.) (250 words maximum)
Please provide a brief narrative that describes these expenses (250 words maximum)
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