PTSA Mock Testing Guidelines

A good working relationship between PTSA and our schools is of the utmost 
importance.  As a PTSA we need to foster that relationship. Most of our high


school PTSA’s provide the service of offering practice tests for students to help 
prepare for the PSAT, SAT and ACT.  This is very valuable both to the students 

           and to PTSA, but we need to do it in a way that does not conflict with the actual 

tests.  
Please follow these guidelines to insure a good working relationship 

with the counseling office.

To minimize problems arising from our use of outside vendors who provide these 

tests, please adhere to the following:  

1. Never schedule or advertise the first test before the “real” first test of the year.  
This is the “PSAT” and it is always the middle of October.  Since it is a PSAT, 
parents and students can be confused about whether this is practice or not.  
“PSAT stands for Preliminary SAT, but most don’t know this.

2. Consistently refer to the test PTSA provides as “MOCK” tests, Mock PSAT, 
Mock SAT, Mock ACT.  Never use the word “practice” in the title.  You may 
use the word “practice” in describing what the Mock tests are, but the use of 
“Mock Testing” will help somewhat in clarifying the difference.

3. Make sure you never schedule a Mock test on any of the actual test dates.

By doing these things you can build a better working relationship with your counseling office and minimize confusion for parents and students.

A. Our role is supplemental

Two concerns we hear from counselors are that we are making more work for them and that we are taking over their job.  So, we need to develop a relationship with counseling so that they see that we are helping, not adversarial.

B. How do we do this?

Don’t conflict the dates of your programs with the dates of theirs (including same week, etc.) 

Don’t conflict the topics of your programs with theirs.  

Ask how you can help

